
5  

CONTENTS 
      

 

          

FOREWORD ............................................................................................................................ 9 

 

INTRODUCTION ................................................................................................................... 10 

 

CHAPTER ONE ....................................................................................................................... 16 

1. Paranormal Phenomena: Evidence and Philosophical Implications ................... 16 

1.1. The Paranormal ................................................................................................................16 

1.2. Evidence from Europe and America ............................................................................17 

1.2.1 Spontaneous Cases ........................................................................................................17 

1.2.2. Experimental Evidence ................................................................................................18 

1.3 The African Experience ....................................................................................................20 

1.4. Skepticism of the Paranormal .......................................................................................28 

1.4.1. The Hypothesis of Chance  .........................................................................................30 

1.4.2. The Fraud and/or Incompetence Hypothesis  .......................................................31 

1.4.3. Rational Inference .........................................................................................................32  

1.4.4. Replicability  ..................................................................................................................32 

 

CHAPTER TWO ...................................................................................................................................... 34 

2. The Philosophical Foundation of The Paranormal in the Akan Thought ........ 34 

2.1. Akan Philosophy ..............................................................................................................34 

2.2. Some Features of Akan Metaphysics: Cosmology And Ontology .........................35 

2.3. Sunsum as Conscious  Energy: Some Preliminary Remarks ...................................38 

2.4. The Concept of a Person ................................................................................................42 



6  

2.4.1. Okra and Sunsum .........................................................................................................42 

2.4.2. Mogya ..............................................................................................................................47 

2.5. Causality .............................................................................................................................49 

2.6. Causality and Sunsum .....................................................................................................51 

2.7. Holism .................................................................................................................................55 

2.8. Holism and Western Philosophy ...................................................................................58 

2.9. Sunsum and Holism  .......................................................................................................61 

 

CHAPTER THREE .................................................................................................................. 64 

3. Paranormal Cognition and Knowledge  ..................................................................... 64 

3.1. Introduction ......................................................................................................................64 

3.2. The Analysis of Knowledge in the Western Epistemological Tradition  .............64 

3.2.1. Knowledge Requires Certainty ..................................................................................65 

3.2.2. Knowledge Requires Good Evidence ........................................................................67 

3.3. Some Elements of Akan Epistemology ........................................................................68 

3.3.1. The Type of Knowledge ...............................................................................................68 

3.3.2. The Levels of Nim In Akan Epistemology ...............................................................69 

3.3.2.1. Nea Wohu ....................................................................................................................69 

3.3.2.2. Nea Etra Adwen .........................................................................................................70 

3.3.2.3. Nea Wonhu ..................................................................................................................72 

3.4. Paranormal Cognition and the Causal Theory of Knowledge ................................73 

3.5. Sunsum and Divination ...................................................................................................75 

3.6. Normal Science .................................................................................................................78 

3.7. The Paradigm as a Disciplinary Matrix (DM) .............................................................79 

3.8. Divination and Normal Science .....................................................................................80 

3.8.1. On the Theoretical Presuppositions Underlying Afa Practices ..........................81 

3.8.2 The Training of Afa Practices .....................................................................................83 

3.8.3 Professional Ethics ........................................................................................................84 



7  

CHAPTER FOUR .................................................................................................................... 87 

4. The Akan Diviner as a Wholistic Scientist  ............................................................... 87 

4.1. Theoretical Physics ..........................................................................................................87 

4.2. Synchronicity  ...................................................................................................................92 

4.3. Further Consideration on African Thought And Science .......................................93 

4.4. Holistic Science .................................................................................................................98 

4.4.1. Theoretical Tasks ..........................................................................................................99 

4.4.2. Non-Theoretical Tasks .................................................................................................100 

 

CONCLUSIONS ...................................................................................................................... 102 

 

REFERENCES .......................................................................................................................... 103 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


